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What is a University?
Definition and History:
A university (Latin: universitas, "a whole", "a corporation"[1]) is an institution
of higher (or tertiary) education and research which grants academic degrees in
various subjects. Universities typically provide undergraduate education and
postgraduate education.
The word "university" is derived from the Latin universitas magistrorum et
scholarium, which roughly means "community of teachers and scholars." [2]
Universities were created in Italy and evolved from Cathedral schools for the
clergy during the High Middle Ages.[3]

The University of Bologna in Italy, founded in 1088, is the oldest university in the world, the
word university (Latin: universitas) having been coined at its foundation.
The original Latin word "universitas" refers in general to "a number of persons associated
into one body, a society, company, community, guild, corporation, etc."[4] At the time of the
emergence of urban town life and medieval guilds, specialized "associations of students and
teachers with collective legal rights usually guaranteed by charters issued by princes, prelates,
or the towns in which they were located" came to be denominated by this general term. Like
other guilds, they were self-regulating and determined the qualifications of their members.[5]
In modern usage the word has come to mean "An institution of higher education offering
tuition in mainly non-vocational subjects and typically having the power to confer degrees,"[6]
with the earlier emphasis on its corporate organization considered as applying historically to
Medieval universities.[7]
The original Latin word referred to degree-granting institutions of learning in Western and
Central Europe, where this form of legal organisation was prevalent, and from where the
institution spread around the world.

Degree ceremony at the University of Oxford. The Pro-Vice-Chancellor in MA gown and
hood, Proctor in official dress and new Doctors of Philosophy in scarlet full dress. Behind
them, a bedel, a Doctor and Bachelors of Arts and Medicine graduate.

Academic freedom
An important idea in the definition of a university is the notion of academic freedom. The
first documentary evidence of this comes from early in the life of the first university. The
University of Bologna adopted an academic charter, the Constitutio Habita,[8] in 1158 or
1155,[9] which guaranteed the right of a traveling scholar to unhindered passage in the
interests of education. Today this is claimed as the origin of "academic freedom".[10] This is
now widely recognised internationally - on 18 September 1988, 430 university rectors signed
the Magna Charta Universitatum,[11] marking the 900th anniversary of Bologna's foundation.
The number of universities signing the Magna Charta Universitatum continues to grow,
drawing from all parts of the world.

Medieval universities
Main articles: Medieval university and List of medieval universities
The university is generally regarded as a formal institution that has its origin in the Medieval
Christian setting.[12][13] European higher education took place for hundreds of years in
Christian cathedral schools or monastic schools (scholae monasticae), in which monks and
nuns taught classes; evidence of these immediate forerunners of the later university at many
places dates back to the 6th century. The earliest universities were developed under the aegis
of the Latin Church by papal bull as studia generalia and perhaps from cathedral schools. It
is possible, however, that the development of cathedral schools into universities was quite
rare, with the University of Paris being an exception. Later they were also founded by Kings
(University of Naples Federico II, Charles University in Prague, Jagiellonian University in
Kraków) or municipal administrations (University of Cologne, University of Erfurt). In the
early medieval period, most new universities were founded from pre-existing schools, usually
when these schools were deemed to have become primarily sites of higher education. Many
historians state that universities and cathedral schools were a continuation of the interest in
learning promoted by monasteries.

The first universities in Europe with a form of corporate/guild structure were the University
of Bologna (1088), the University of Paris (c.1150, later associated with the Sorbonne), and
the University of Oxford (1167).
The University of Bologna began as a law school teaching the ius gentium or Roman law of
peoples which was in demand across Europe for those defending the right of incipient nations
against empire and church. Bologna's special claim to Alma Mater Studiorum[clarification needed]
is based on its autonomy, its awarding of degrees, and other structural arrangements, making
it the oldest continuously operating institution independent of kings, emperors or any kind of
direct religious authority.

Meeting of doctors at the University of Paris. From a medieval manuscript.
The conventional date of 1088, or 1087 according to some,[19] records when Irnerius
commences teaching Emperor Justinian's 6th century codification of Roman law, the Corpus
Iuris Civilis, recently discovered at Pisa. Lay students arrived in the city from many lands
entering into a contract to gain this knowledge, organising themselves into 'Nationes', divided
between that of the Cismontanes and that of the Ultramontanes. The students "had all the
power … and dominated the masters".[20][21]
In Europe, young men proceeded to university when they had completed their study of the
trivium–the preparatory arts of grammar, rhetoric and dialectic or logic–and the quadrivium:
arithmetic, geometry, music, and astronomy.
All over Europe rulers and city governments began to create universities to satisfy a
European thirst for knowledge, and the belief that society would benefit from the scholarly
expertise generated from these institutions. Princes and leaders of city governments
perceived the potential benefits of having a scholarly expertise develop with the ability
to address difficult problems and achieve desired ends. The emergence of humanism was
essential to this understanding of the possible utility of universities as well as the revival of
interest in knowledge gained from ancient Greek texts.[22]

The rediscovery of Aristotle's works–more than 3000 pages of it would eventually be
translated–fuelled a spirit of inquiry into natural processes that had already begun to
emerge in the 12th century. Some scholars believe that these works represented one of
the most important document discoveries in Western intellectual history.[23] Richard
Dales, for instance, calls the discovery of Aristotle's works "a turning point in the
history of Western thought."[24] After Aristotle re-emerged, a community of scholars,
primarily communicating in Latin, accelerated the process and practice of attempting to
reconcile the thoughts of Greek antiquity, and especially ideas related to understanding
the natural world, with those of the church. The efforts of this "scholasticism" were
focused on applying Aristotelian logic and thoughts about natural processes to biblical
passages and attempting to prove the viability of those passages through reason. This
became the primary mission of lecturers, and the expectation of students.
The university culture developed differently in northern Europe than it did in the south,
although the northern (primarily Germany, France and Great Britain) and southern
universities (primarily Italy) did have many elements in common. Latin was the language of
the university, used for all texts, lectures, disputations and examinations. Professors
lectured on the books of Aristotle for logic, natural philosophy, and metaphysics; while
Hippocrates, Galen, and Avicenna were used for medicine. Outside of these
commonalities, great differences separated north and south, primarily in subject
matter. Italian universities focused on law and medicine, while the northern universities
focused on the arts and theology. There were distinct differences in the quality of instruction
in these areas which were congruent with their focus, so scholars would travel north or south
based on their interests and means. There was also a difference in the types of degrees
awarded at these universities. English, French and German universities usually awarded
bachelor's degrees, with the exception of degrees in theology, for which the doctorate was
more common. Italian universities awarded primarily doctorates. The distinction can be
attributed to the intent of the degree holder after graduation – in the north the focus tended to
be on acquiring teaching positions, while in the south students often went on to professional
positions.[25] The structure of northern universities tended to be modeled after the system of
faculty governance developed at the University of Paris. Southern universities tended to be
patterned after the student-controlled model begun at the University of Bologna.[26] Among
the southern universities, a further distinction has been noted between those of northern Italy,
which followed the pattern of Bologna as a "self-regulating, independent corporation of
scholars" and those of southern Italy and Iberia, which were "founded by royal and imperial
charter to serve the needs of government."[27]
Their endowment by a prince or monarch and their role in training government
officials made these Mediterranean universities similar to Islamic madrasas, although
madrasas were generally smaller and individual teachers, rather than the madrasa
itself, granted the license or degree.[28] Scholars like Arnold H. Green and Hossein Nasr
have argued that starting in the 10th century, some medieval Islamic madrasahs
became universities.[29][30] George Makdisi and others,[31] however, argue that the
European university has no parallel in the medieval Islamic world.[32] Other scholars
regard the university as uniquely European in origin and characteristics.[33][34]

Heidelberg University is the oldest university in Germany and among Europe's best
ranked.[35] It was established in 1386.
Many scholars (including Makdisi) have argued that early medieval universities were
influenced by the religious madrasahs in Al-Andalus, the Emirate of Sicily, and the
Middle East (during the Crusades).[36][37][38] Other scholars see this argument as
overstated.[39] Lowe and Yasuhara have recently drawn on the well-documented
influences of scholarship from the Islamic world on the universities of Western Europe
to call for a reconsideration of the development of higher education, turning away from
a concern with local institutional structures to a broader consideration within a global
context.[40]

Early modern universities
See also: List of early modern universities in Europe and List of colonial universities in Latin
America
During the Early Modern period (approximately late 15th century to 1800), the universities of
Europe would see a tremendous amount of growth, productivity and innovative research. At
the end of the Middle Ages, about 400 years after the first university was founded, there were
twenty-nine universities spread throughout Europe. In the 15th century, twenty-eight new
ones were created, with another eighteen added between 1500 and 1625.[41] This pace
continued until by the end of the 18th century there were approximately 143 universities in
Europe, with the highest concentrations in the German Empire (34), Italian countries (26),
France (25), and Spain (23) – this was close to a 500% increase over the number of
universities toward the end of the Middle Ages. This number does not include the numerous
universities that disappeared, or institutions that merged with other universities during this
time.[42] It should be noted that the identification of a university was not necessarily obvious
during the Early Modern period, as the term is applied to a burgeoning number of institutions.
In fact, the term "university" was not always used to designate a higher education institution.
In Mediterranean countries, the term studium generale was still often used, while "Academy"
was common in Northern European countries.[43]

17th century classroom at the University of Salamanca
The propagation of universities was not necessarily a steady progression, as the 17th century
was rife with events that adversely affected university expansion. Many wars, and especially
the Thirty Years' War, disrupted the university landscape throughout Europe at different
times. War, plague, famine, regicide, and changes in religious power and structure often
adversely affected the societies that provided support for universities. Internal strife within
the universities themselves, such as student brawling and absentee professors, acted to
destabilize these institutions as well. Universities were also reluctant to give up older
curricula, and the continued reliance on the works of Aristotle defied contemporary
advancements in science and the arts.[44] This era was also affected by the rise of the nationstate. As universities increasingly came under state control, or formed under the auspices of
the state, the faculty governance model (begun by the University of Paris) became more and
more prominent. Although the older student-controlled universities still existed, they slowly
started to move toward this structural organization. Control of universities still tended to be
independent, although university leadership was increasingly appointed by the state.[45]
Although the structural model provided by the University of Paris, where student members
are controlled by faculty "masters," provided a standard for universities, the application of
this model took at least three different forms. There were universities that had a system of
faculties whose teaching addressed a very specific curriculum; this model tended to train
specialists. There was a collegiate or tutorial model based on the system at University of
Oxford where teaching and organization was decentralized and knowledge was more of a
generalist nature. There were also universities that combined these models, using the
collegiate model but having a centralized organization.[46]
Early Modern universities initially continued the curriculum and research of the Middle
Ages: natural philosophy, logic, medicine, theology, mathematics, astronomy (and astrology),
law, grammar and rhetoric. Aristotle was prevalent throughout the curriculum, while
medicine also depended on Galen and Arabic scholarship. The importance of humanism for
changing this state-of-affairs cannot be underestimated.[47] Once humanist professors joined
the university faculty, they began to transform the study of grammar and rhetoric through the
studia humanitatis. Humanist professors focused on the ability of students to write and speak
with distinction, to translate and interpret classical texts, and to live honorable lives.[48] Other
scholars within the university were affected by the humanist approaches to learning and their
linguistic expertise in relation to ancient texts, as well as the ideology that advocated the

ultimate importance of those texts.[49] Professors of medicine such as Niccolò Leoniceno,
Thomas Linacre and William Cop were often trained in and taught from a humanist
perspective as well as translated important ancient medical texts. The critical mindset
imparted by humanism was imperative for changes in universities and scholarship. For
instance, Andreas Vesalius was educated in a humanist fashion before producing a translation
of Galen, whose ideas he verified through his own dissections. In law, Andreas Alciatus
infused the Corpus Juris with a humanist perspective, while Jacques Cujas humanist writings
were paramount to his reputation as a jurist. Philipp Melanchthon cited the works of Erasmus
as a highly influential guide for connecting theology back to original texts, which was
important for the reform at Protestant universities.[50] Galileo Galilei, who taught at the
Universities of Pisa and Padua, and Martin Luther, who taught at the University of
Wittenberg (as did Melanchthon), also had humanist training. The task of the humanists was
to slowly permeate the university; to increase the humanist presence in professorships and
chairs, syllabi and textbooks so that published works would demonstrate the humanistic ideal
of science and scholarship.[51]
Although the initial focus of the humanist scholars in the university was the discovery,
exposition and insertion of ancient texts and languages into the university, and the ideas of
those texts into society generally, their influence was ultimately quite progressive. The
emergence of classical texts brought new ideas and led to a more creative university climate
(as the notable list of scholars above attests to). A focus on knowledge coming from self,
from the human, has a direct implication for new forms of scholarship and instruction, and
was the foundation for what is commonly known as the humanities. This disposition toward
knowledge manifested in not simply the translation and propagation of ancient texts, but also
their adaptation and expansion. For instance, Vesalius was imperative for advocating the use
of Galen, but he also invigorated this text with experimentation, disagreements and further
research.[52] The propagation of these texts, especially within the universities, was greatly
aided by the emergence of the printing press and the beginning of the use of the vernacular,
which allowed for the printing of relatively large texts at reasonable prices.[53]
Examining the influence of humanism on scholars in medicine, mathematics, astronomy and
physics may suggest that humanism and universities were a strong impetus for the scientific
revolution. Although the connection between humanism and the scientific discovery may
very well have begun within the confines of the university, the connection has been
commonly perceived as having been severed by the changing nature of science during the
scientific revolution. Historians such as Richard S. Westfall have argued that the overt
traditionalism of universities inhibited attempts to re-conceptualize nature and knowledge and
caused an indelible tension between universities and scientists.[54] This resistance to changes
in science may have been a significant factor in driving many scientists away from the
university and toward private benefactors, usually in princely courts, and associations with
newly forming scientific societies.[55]
Other historians find incongruity in the proposition that the very place where the vast number
of the scholars that influenced the scientific revolution received their education should also
be the place that inhibits their research and the advancement of science. In fact, more than
80% of the European scientists between 1450–1650 included in the Dictionary of Scientific
Biography were university trained, of which approximately 45% held university posts.[56] It
was the case that the academic foundations remaining from the Middle Ages were stable, and
they did provide for an environment that fostered considerable growth and development.
There was considerable reluctance on the part of universities to relinquish the symmetry and

comprehensiveness provided by the Aristotelian system, which was effective as a coherent
system for understanding and interpreting the world. However, university professors still
utilized some autonomy, at least in the sciences, to choose epistemological foundations and
methods. For instance, Melanchthon and his disciples at University of Wittenberg were
instrumental for integrating Copernican mathematical constructs into astronomical debate and
instruction.[57] Another example was the short-lived but fairly rapid adoption of Cartesian
epistemology and methodology in European universities, and the debates surrounding that
adoption, which led to more mechanistic approaches to scientific problems as well as
demonstrated an openness to change. There are many examples which belie the commonly
perceived intransigence of universities.[58] Although universities may have been slow to
accept new sciences and methodologies as they emerged, when they did accept new ideas it
helped to convey legitimacy and respectability, and supported the scientific changes through
providing a stable environment for instruction and material resources.[59]
Regardless of the way the tension between universities, individual scientists, and the
scientific revolution itself is perceived, there was a discernible impact on the way that
university education was constructed. Aristotelian epistemology provided a coherent
framework not simply for knowledge and knowledge construction, but also for the training of
scholars within the higher education setting. The creation of new scientific constructs during
the scientific revolution, and the epistemological challenges that were inherent within this
creation, initiated the idea of both the autonomy of science and the hierarchy of the
disciplines. Instead of entering higher education to become a "general scholar" immersed in
becoming proficient in the entire curriculum, there emerged a type of scholar that put science
first and viewed it as a vocation in itself. The divergence between those focused on science
and those still entrenched in the idea of a general scholar exacerbated the epistemological
tensions that were already beginning to emerge.[60]
The epistemological tensions between scientists and universities were also heightened by the
economic realities of research during this time, as individual scientists, associations and
universities were vying for limited resources. There was also competition from the formation
of new colleges funded by private benefactors and designed to provide free education to the
public, or established by local governments to provide a knowledge hungry populace with an
alternative to traditional universities.[61] Even when universities supported new scientific
endeavors, and the university provided foundational training and authority for the research
and conclusions, they could not compete with the resources available through private
benefactors.[62]

Universities in northern Europe were more willing to accept the ideas of Enlightenment and
were often greatly influenced by them.[63] For instance the historical ensemble of the
University of Tartu in Estonia, that was erected around that time, is now included into
European Heritage Label list as an example of a university in the Age of Enlightenment[64]

By the end of the early modern period, the structure and orientation of higher education had
changed in ways that are eminently recognizable for the modern context. Aristotle was no
longer a force providing the epistemological and methodological focus for universities and a
more mechanistic orientation was emerging. The hierarchical place of theological knowledge
had for the most part been displaced and the humanities had become a fixture, and a new
openness was beginning to take hold in the construction and dissemination of knowledge that
were to become imperative for the formation of the modern state.

Modern universities
Main articles: History of European research universities and List of modern universities in
Europe (1801–1945)

Karlsruhe Institute of Technology, a German technical university, founded in the 19th
century
By the 18th century, universities published their own research journals and by the 19th
century, the German and the French university models had arisen. The German, or
Humboldtian model, was conceived by Wilhelm von Humboldt and based on Friedrich
Schleiermacher's liberal ideas pertaining to the importance of freedom, seminars, and
laboratories in universities.[citation needed] The French university model involved strict discipline
and control over every aspect of the university.
Until the 19th century, religion played a significant role in university curriculum;
however, the role of religion in research universities decreased in the 19th century, and
by the end of the 19th century, the German university model had spread around the
world. Universities concentrated on science in the 19th and 20th centuries and became
increasingly accessible to the masses. In the United States, the Johns Hopkins University
was the first to adopt the (German) research university model; this pioneered the
adoption by most other American universities. In Britain, the move from Industrial
Revolution to modernity saw the arrival of new civic universities with an emphasis on
science and engineering, a movement initiated in 1960 by Sir Keith Murray (chairman
of the University Grants Committee) and Sir Samuel Curran, with the formation of the
University of Strathclyde.[65] The British also established universities worldwide, and
higher education became available to the masses not only in Europe.

In 1963, the Robbins Report on universities in the United Kingdom concluded that such
institutions should have four main "objectives essential to any properly balanced system:
instruction in skills; the promotion of the general powers of the mind so as to produce not
mere specialists but rather cultivated men and women; to maintain research in balance with
teaching, since teaching should not be separated from the advancement of learning and the
search for truth; and to transmit a common culture and common standards of citizenship."[66]
In the early 21st century, concerns were raised over the increasing managerialisation and
standardisation of universities worldwide. Neo-liberal management models have in this sense
been critiqued for creating "corporate universities (where) power is transferred from faculty
to managers, economic justifications dominate, and the familiar 'bottom line' ecclipses
pedagogical or intellectual concerns".[67] Academics' understanding of time, pedagogical
pleasure, vocation, and collegiality have been cited as possible ways of alleviating such
problems.[68]

National universities
A national university is generally a university created or run by a national state but at the
same time represents a state autonomic institution which functions as a completely
independent body inside of the same state. Some national universities are closely associated
with national cultural, religious or political aspirations, for instance the National University
of Ireland, which formed partly from the Catholic University of Ireland which was created
almost immediately and specifically in answer to the non-denominational universities which
had been set up in Ireland in 1850. In the years leading up to the Easter Rising, and in no
small part a result of the Gaelic Romantic revivalists, the NUI collected a large amount of
information on the Irish language and Irish culture.[citation needed] Reforms in Argentina were
the result of the University Revolution of 1918 and its posterior reforms by incorporating
values that sought for a more equal and laic[further explanation needed] higher education system.

Intergovernmental universities

Campus universities with most buildings clustered closely together became especially
widespread since the 19th century (Cornell University)
Universities created by bilateral or multilateral treaties between states are intergovernmental.
An example is the Academy of European Law, which offers training in European law to
lawyers, judges, barristers, solicitors, in-house counsel and academics. EUCLID (Pôle
Universitaire Euclide, Euclid University) is chartered as a university and umbrella
organisation dedicated to sustainable development in signatory countries, and the United
Nations University engages in efforts to resolve the pressing global problems that are of
concern to the United Nations, its peoples and member states. The European University

Institute, a post-graduate university specialised in the social sciences, is officially an
intergovernmental organisation, set up by the member states of the European Union.

Organization

The University of Sydney is Australia's oldest university.
Although each institution is organized differently, nearly all universities have a board of
trustees; a president, chancellor, or rector; at least one vice president, vice-chancellor, or
vice-rector; and deans of various divisions. Universities are generally divided into a number
of academic departments, schools or faculties. Public university systems are ruled over by
government-run higher education boards. They review financial requests and budget
proposals and then allocate funds for each university in the system. They also approve new
programs of instruction and cancel or make changes in existing programs. In addition, they
plan for the further coordinated growth and development of the various institutions of higher
education in the state or country. However, many public universities in the world have a
considerable degree of financial, research and pedagogical autonomy. Private universities are
privately funded and generally have broader independence from state policies. However, they
may have less independence from business corporations depending on the source of their
finances.

Around the world
See also: List of universities and colleges by country
The funding and organization of universities varies widely between different countries
around the world. In some countries universities are predominantly funded by the state, while
in others funding may come from donors or from fees which students attending the university
must pay. In some countries the vast majority of students attend university in their local town,
while in other countries universities attract students from all over the world, and may provide
university accommodation for their students.[69]

Classification
Further information: Category:Higher education by country
The definition of a university varies widely, even within some countries. Where there is
clarification, it is usually set by a government agency. For example:
In Australia, the Tertiary Education Quality and Standards Agency (TEQSA) is Australia's
independent national regulator of the higher education sector. Students rights within
university are also protected by the Education Services for Overseas Students Act (ESOS).

In the United States there is no nationally standardized definition for the term university,
although the term has traditionally been used to designate research institutions and was once
reserved for doctorate-granting research institutions. Some states, such as Massachusetts, will
only grant a school "university status" if it grants at least two doctoral degrees.[70]
In the United Kingdom, the Privy Council is responsible for approving the use of the word
university in the name of an institution, under the terms of the Further and Higher Education
Act 1992.[71]
In India, a new designation deemed universities has been created for institutions of higher
education that are not universities, but work at a very high standard in a specific area of study
("An Institution of Higher Education, other than universities, working at a very high standard
in specific area of study, can be declared by the Central Government on the advice of the
UGC as an Institution 'Deemed-to-be-university'"). Institutions that are 'deemed-to-beuniversity' enjoy the academic status and the privileges of a university.[72] Through this
provision many schools that are commercial in nature and have been established just to
exploit the demand for higher education have sprung up.[73]
In Canada, college generally refers to a two-year, non-degree-granting institution, while
university connotes a four-year, degree-granting institution. Universities may be subclassified (as in the Macleans rankings) into large research universities with many PhDgranting programs and medical schools (for example, McGill University); "comprehensive"
universities that have some PhDs but are not geared toward research (such as Waterloo); and
smaller, primarily undergraduate universities (such as St. Francis Xavier).

Colloquial usage
Main article: College
Colloquially, the term university may be used to describe a phase in one's life: "When I was
at university..." (in the United States and Ireland, college is often used instead: "When I was
in college..."). In Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, Nigeria, the
Netherlands, Spain and the German-speaking countries, university is often contracted to uni.
In Ghana, New Zealand and in South Africa it is sometimes called "varsity" (although this
has become uncommon in New Zealand in recent years). "Varsity" was also common usage
in the UK in the 19th century.[citation needed] "Varsity" is still in common usage in Scotland.

Cost
Main article: Tuition payments

Comenius University in Bratislava - the largest public university in Slovakia

University of Helsinki, the oldest and largest public university in Finland, founded in 1640.
In many countries, students are required to pay tuition fees. Many students look to get
'student grants' to cover the cost of university. In 2012, the average outstanding student loan
balance per borrower in the United States was US$23,300.[74] In many U.S. states, costs are
anticipated to rise for students as a result of decreased state funding given to public
universities.[75]
There are several major exceptions on tuition fees. In many European countries, it is possible
to study without tuition fees. Public universities in Nordic countries were entirely without
tuition fees until around 2005. Denmark, Sweden and Finland then moved to put in place
tuition fees for foreign students. Citizens of EU and EEA member states and citizens from
Switzerland remain exempted from tuition fees, and the amounts of public grants granted to
promising foreign students were increased to offset some of the

What are the Core Responsibilities and Mandates of
Universities?
(i)

The traditional Core Responsibility Triangle of Teaching,
Research and Community Service:
The time-tasted three key responsibilities of Universities have been
Teaching, Research and Community Service. They may be distinct as
stand alones, but are inescapably interdependent, or more
appropriately, complementary to themselves. It is obvious that
teaching which is the first reference about universities, encapsulates
knowledge transfer and intellectual replication or reproduction from a
repository to a receptor object or target, being literally one from the
teacher to the student.

Research, which means further investigation for affirmation,
validation, consolidation, disputation, modification, empirical new
knowledge creation or discovery, is acknowledged as the strongest
anchor for teaching since it shapes and redefines the latter to the
dynamic needs of the student or target beneficiary.
Community Service on the other hand is effective to the extent of the
quality of teaching and research. In other words, community service is
elicited by the findings of relevant and problem-solving research and
pedagogic efficiency. In a way, it must be understood that community
service completes the “iron triangle” without which universities will
be mere theatres of intellectual theories, unable to apply themselves
to the needs of man and society. It is the application of ivory tower
knowledge to solve problems that has over time represented the so
called ‘town and gown’ marriage.
Put together, the triangle of teaching, research and community service
represents the desirable and historically-acknowledged compact
required to advance the frontiers of knowledge in problem solving in
the modern world. This is because universities represent the apex of
intellectual enterprise, extending its claws to guide, shape and
strengthen society and economies in a knowledge-driven age.

(ii)

The Mandate of Conventional Versus Specialist Universities
in context:
It is a fact that over time, most universities are conventional ones, as
they offer variety of courses, disciplines and programs in as many
diverse fields of endeavour as possible. Ironically the more the
diversity of courses, the more there may be justification for
collaboration. As more universities emerged and especially towards
deeper research and understanding of narrower areas of
concentration, specialist universities have been created to meet the
needs of nations based on political expediency, professionalism and
sectoral prioritization. This has informed the emergence of universities
of Technology, Education, Agriculture, Maritime, etc. The federal

University Wukari is a conventional university, and it gives it the
latitude to navigate and develop new Faculties, programs and
disciplines as the need arises.

What are the roles of the Researcher and the
expectations of society from Universities?:
(i)

Local, national or global problem solving through deep
inquisitive thinking, methodical inquiry or investigation,
creativity, innovation or improvisation courtesy of
research:

(ii)

Propounding, defining or shaping the parameters,
substance and quality of Leadership and norms of
behaviour that contextualizes civilization and its
direction of progression

(iii) In contemporary context, specifically to solve socioeconomic problems of society, communities, nations,
regions and the world at large like the economy,
technology, food security, socio-cultural challenges,
security/strategic issues, conflicts, ecology,
environment, climate change, etc.

Figure 1: Knowledge as a Key Factor in Economic Development

(iv)
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(vi) Effective communication of research findings to
undergraduate and graduate students, specific target
groups and society for the purpose of consolidation,
renewal or new discoveries of knowledge or entities and
materials hitherto unknown to mankind.

• The Federal University Wukari and its Task of Problem
solving Research in North East Nigeria: Overview of its
Objectives and Mandate
FEDERAL UNIVERSITY WUKARI- MANDATE AND RESEARCH POLICY
1.0

INTRODUCTION

Federal University Wukari is located in Wukaritown ofTaraba State which was
created on 27th August 1991. Taraba state lies within the middle of Nigeria. It
consists of undulating landscape dotted with mountainous inselbergs. The state lies
within the tropical zone and vegetation of low forest in the southern part and grass
land in the Northern part. According to the 2006 National Population Census figures,
Taraba State had a population of 2,300,376 people with 57% between the age
brackets of 0 – 25 years (that is, within the school going age).
The major occupation of the people of Taraba State is agriculture producing cash
crops such as coffee, groundnuts and cotton and food crops such as maize, rice,
sorghum, millet, cassava, and yam. Cattle, sheep and goats are reared in large
numbers,
The Federal University Wukari is located in Wukari town which is the second largest
city in the State. It took off from the Wukari Campus of the Taraba State Polytechnic.
A five square kilometer landmass was inherited by the University, which provides
enough of space for further expansion and development.
2.0

ESTABLISHMENT AND GOVERNANCE
The Federal University Wukari by the Federal Government was established in 2011
along with eight others. The organization and administrationis stipulated in its

establishing law. The general control of the administration and academic activities of
the University is the Council and the Senate while the day to day management is
supervised by the Vice-Chancellor assisted by principal officers and management
staff.
The President and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, Federal Republic of
Nigeria is the Visitor who ensures adequate financial base and support and the
optimized performance and management of the University.

3.0 CORE VALUES OF THE UNIVERSITY
3.1 Vision
To be a leader among world class public universities by:
a)

advancement of knowledge through high quality educational experiences for
students that are ICT centric;

b)

encouraging and fostering entrepreneurship;

c)

conducting leading edge research and scholarship in all areas that would lead
to the betterment of human condition;

d)

promoting an intellectual environment that is anchored on the tenets of
excellence, open dialogue and inquiry, and a deep and abiding appreciation for
the entire spectrum of human experience.

3.2 Mission
The mission of the Federal University Wukari is anchored around the following
tenets:
a) To be a student centred and community engaged institution by providing an
enabling environment that enhances intellectual growth, a strong commitment to
academic excellence, integrity and entrepreneurship;
b) creating new knowledge and using ICT and other enabling technologies to solve
practical problems that benefit humanity;
c) preparing our students as well as professionals in our community for ethical
leadership;
d) and promoting service to community and an enduring sense of global citizenship.
3.3 Philosophy
The Federal University is committed to high quality teaching, research, discovery, and
service, as well as community outreach and engagement as the pinnacles and anchors

of its core values. The University seeks to engender the pursuit of freedom, truth,
justice, and integrity in all its dealings and relationships. As a learning organisation,
one of the university core values is to provide opportunities for life-long learning for
its stakeholders as a means of self-rejuvenation and renewal. The University hopes to
produce graduates and professionals who

shall have the skill set to become

employers of labour and intends to engage the best efforts of all its stakeholders as it
seeks to expand personal growth and opportunity, advance social and community
development, foster economic competiveness and development, and improved quality
of life for all citizens.
OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGIES

The following are the objectives of Federal University Wukari:
i.

to encourage the advancement of learning and to hold out to all persons
without distinction of race, creed, or political conviction the opportunity of
acquiring higher and liberal education;

ii.

to provide courses of instruction and other facilities for the pursuit of learning
in all its branches, and to make those facilities available on proper terms to
such persons as are equipped to benefit from them;

iii

to encourage and promote scholarship and conduct research in restricted fields
of learning and human endeavour;

iv.

to relate its activities to the social, cultural and economic needs of the people
of Nigeria; and

v.

undertake any other activity appropriate for a university of the highest
standard.

The University shall adopt the following strategies for the attainment of its stated
objectives:
1. Initiate and facilitate the achievement of the following goals and objectives related
to research and teaching:
a.

create and promote new programmes in science, technology, governance
and public policy;

b. seek interdisciplinary grants and contracts from international and national
funding agencies as well as corporate entities. In addition:
i. promote and encourage inter-and-cross faculty activities;

ii. reward faculty who develop interdisciplinary projects consisting of
multiple principal investigators;
iii. establish an office of grants and contracts and hire a staff to focus
solely on interdisciplinary research;
iv. provide seed funding for internal research awards to cover travel, minor
equipment and student support;
v. develop a Post-Doctoral programme to assist senior faculty in their
research;
vi. establish interdisciplinary programmes and centres;

c. create and generate marketing and publicity materials through the University
Marketing
Office;

2.

d.

encourage faculty interactions on a weekly or monthly basis as appropriate;

e.

reduce teaching load for academic staff engaged in research;

f.

provide staff training to enhance the quality of teaching and research
personnel;

g.

establish teaching and research incentive awards for each faculty.

i.

provide professional development training for staff.

Engage in extension and entrepreneurship services;
a.

create capacity and skills building workshops in the areas of: general and
crop specific farming, crop science, horticulture, food preservation, fish
farming, building construction and use of local building materials such a
clay bricks.

b. promote and engage in technical support and advice to entrepreneurs on
technology selection statewide; and
c. facilitate and encourage the establishment of small scale and village level
construction materials.
5.0

RESEARCH POLICY OF FEDERAL UNIVERSITY WUKARI
Research and development are cardinal functions of any university. They serve as the
foundation and the reflection of the excellence of a university and its programmes.
Generally, the ability of a university to implement a pragmatic and adequately
balanced and funded research policy that aims to deal with and proffer solutions to the
problems of its immediate community and mankind in general as well as accelerate

growth and the development is imperative and viable. University research is also
intended to advance the boundaries of acceptable pool of knowledge, which in turn
enhances the quality of university academic pedagogy and their modes of delivery.
The Federal University, Wukari (FU WUKARI) shall pursue research policies that
seek to enhance the rapid socio-economic development of Taraba State, Nigeria,
Africa, and the world at large.

The overall objective of research at

this

Universityshall be the pursuit of truth and knowledge applied in the service of God
and mankind.
5.1 Research Philosophy

The research policy of the Federal University Wukari shall be hinged on carrying out
of outstanding researches and provision of excellent services determined by its
academic needs and the needs of various stakeholders and patrons. Research at
Federal University shall be guided by the following philosophy which seeks:
i.

to generate opportunities and develop potentials for the initiation and conduct
of both basic and applied researches in the various academic disciplines
covered by the university that are result-oriented by mobilising and deploying
adequate manpower and other resources;

ii.

to develop broad-based, practical and functional ideas and technologies, which
have relevance to the needs and desires of the people of Taraba State, Nigeria
and the whole world and contribute to improving their standard of living;

iii.

to ensure the appropriateness and sustainability of its research to contribute to
the growth and development of academic programmes at the university and to
the development of excellent crop of academic staff who are able to make
global impact;

iv.

to ensure that the social, economic and environmental concerns and impacts of
research are always considered in all project conception and execution; and

v.

to ensure the establishment and sustenance of linkages with the other
universities, research institutes and the general research community as well as
various other stakeholders and patrons nationally and internationally.

5.2

Research Objectives

The following research objectives are meant to pursue the research policies and
philosophies in Federal University Wukari.
i.

to conduct excellent research that meet the requirements and expectations of
various stakeholders who may commission or collaborate with the university
in executing various research projects as well as make various research
programmes of the university attractive to various clientele;

ii.

to ensure transfer of results of the research in the university through effective
dissemination to the people and all stakeholders;

iii.

to identify the problems and need of the citizens of its catchment area and the
entire Nigerian society and proffer workable solutions;

iv.

to involve students in all aspects of research so as to equip them with practical
aspects of their training and research methodologies that shall enable them
develop their research capacity and improve their productivity as well as
provide the base for future academic staff for the university; and

v.

to undertake well-designed and problem-solving researches, which shall
address identified and felt needs of the citizenry and those of industries in
Taraba State, Nigeria, Africa, and the world.

6.0

RESEARCH SUPPORT AND ADMINISTRATION

Research Committee both at the Senate as well as the Faculties shall be established in
the University. All research grants are submitted to the University Research Grants
Committee for Consideration and approval.
6.1

Research Funding

The University shall dedicate at least 5.0% of its annual recurrent grants to support
research. There are different types of research grants
a) General Research Grants-2.5% 0f annual recurrent grants dedicated to this.
b) Competitive Research Grants - 2.5%
c) Commissioned Research Grants-10%

6.2

Organised Research Centres

The Federal University Wukari shall establish some organised research centres to
conduct research in relevant areas of felt needs and in the interest of the growth and
development of Taraba State, Nigeria and Africa. Some of the organised research
centres that shall be established by the university include:
a) Centre for Agriculture and Extension Services (CAGES);
b) Centre for Entrepreneurship (CEP);
c) Centre for Fisheries and Animal Husbandry (CFAH);
d) Centre for Integrated Energy Solution (CIES);
e) Centre for Material and Minerals (CMM); and
f) Water Resources Research Centre (WRRC).
Below is an example of research work done by a staff of the Federal University
Wukari on Finger Millet.
7.0

COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH BETWEEN FEDERAL UNIVERSITY
WUKARI (FUW) AND INTERNATIONAL CROP RESEARCH INSTITUTE
FOR THE SEMIARID TROPICS (ICRISAT)
More than 650 million (155 million in our targeted countries) of the poorest and most
food insecure people live in dry land areas like Taraba state. To cope with the harsh
agro-climatic conditions (low and variable rainfall, high temperature, poor facility,
and saline soils and especially the high risk of drought), families in tropical Africa
tend to rely on growing finger millet and sorghum- the world`s hardiest and least risky
cereals. Locked into subsistence farming, our communities often suffer from hunger
and malnutrition, especially in the months leading up to harvest. Women and children
often suffer most. Improving the productivity and production of these cereals crop,
especially finger millet can thus provide additional food security benefits to the
poorest of the poor. Malnutrition is a challenging and complex issue that requires
cooperation among various actors in the agricultural, nutritional, and health areas
(World Bank 2006). In general, finger millet provides important sources of
carbohydrate, energy, protein, fibre, calcium, iron and certain vitamin B complex,
which

is

especially

relevant

for

poor

households.

Finger

millet

(EleusinecoracanaLGeartn) is a crop with significant medicinal, nutritional and
industrial potential. It is a good source of balanced diet formulations for diabetic
patients, pregnant women, nursing mothers, children, supplement for HIV positive
and malnourished people, as it contains high level of methionine, tryptophan, vitamin
B, fibres and minerals such as phosphorus, iron with its calcium. The ability of the
crop to tolerate drought, pest and disease make it a viable emergency food as it fits
well in farmers` risk avoidance strategies in drought-prone areas, Highest of these
cereals in terms of available protein, energy content and iron.

7.1

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) Between Federal University Wukari
and ICRISAT
In realization of the nutritive and health benefits of millet, especially finger millet that
two MOU were signed between Federal University Wukari and ICRISAT. The first
was with ICRISAT Nairobi, Kenya through ICRISAT Kano, Nigeria who
subsequently supplied us with 20 finger millet genotypes to be tried in two locations.
The second MOU was between ICRISAT regional office Kano Nigeria and Federal
University Wukari for acquisition of pearl millet genotypes for evaluation in faculty
of Agriculture and (FALS) teaching and research farm Federal University Wukari,
Taraba State.

7.2

Benefits of Collaboration
The strategic benefit of collaboration with ICRISAT is that our researchable questions
or issues of central relevance to finger millet will be addressed, including: it as source
of genes for stress tolerance for adapting to climate change, and especially our
understanding of such tolerance mechanisms; their importance as sources of feed,
fodder and stew in the face of the on-going “livestock revolution” . the potential for
achieving sustainable increases in productivity, production and nutritive value on
behalf of the poor living in highly marginal production environments like ours; and
the need to identify effective ways to improve the delivery, availability, and adoption
of improved finger millet technologies in our target areas and farming systems, as
well as viable post-harvest alternatives for adding value and earning additional
income through better market access. All these benefits will accruable to Taraba state

communities especially Wukari, who will take direct advantage of Federal University
Wukari, that is being domiciled in the area.
So far twenty lines of finger millet called TAMBA were evaluated in two
locations at the University farm Wukari and Takum for ecological adaptation in
2016. Three genotypes of pearl millet brought from ICRISAT Kano were also
established successfully in Wukari location in 2016. Furthermore, team from
ICRISAT Kano arrived the university in the morning of 15th December 2016
which coincided with a brief presentation by the HOD crop production and
protection on used of pulses. The team visited finger millet trial site to assessed
performance. Participatory selection was conducted by the team during which the
farmers present identified four best lines namely: RV127(1E66B),
KNE1034,KALA and GBK1136A. Awareness creation was also demonstrated at
the AKU UKA’S palace on the 26th December. Demonstration/preparation of
finger millet in to different recipes like porridge, food, pap, kunu and burukutu
were also taught to the community at the palace.
Some other researcher conducted in Agricultural related areas in Federal
University Wukari, include;
1. Effect of sowing data on the productivity of eight varieties of cowpea
(Vignaunguiculata L. Walp) in wukari, southern Taraba 2014
2. Evaluation of herbicide for weed control in cowpea (vignaunguiculata L.
Walp)2014 in Wukari, southern Taraba
3. Preliminary research on finger millet (Eleusinecoracana (L)Gaertn) adapted in
wukari southern Taraba 2013
4. Effect of direct seeding and transporting on the growth and yield of finger
millet (Eleusinecoracana (L)Gaertn) 2015
5. Effect of poultry manure and period of weed interference on the growth and
yield of Irish potato in wukari southern Taraba 2015
6. Effect of period of weed interference in maize/ Egusi melon mixture in
Wukari TabaraState 2015
7. Evaluation of herbicide for weed control in Wukari Taraba state 2015
8. Effect of period of weed interference on the growth and yield of carrot in
Wukari Taraba state 2015
9. Cropping systems survey on millet, sorghum, groundnut and cowpea in the
southern and Derived savannah zones of Taraba state, TETFUND sponsored
project

10. Response of Millet varieties (pennisetumglauncum (R. Br.) to N:P:K fertilizer
2016(ICRISST TRIAL)
11. Evaluation of glyphosate and Nicosulfuron for weed control in maize under
zero tillage
12. Chemical weed control in maize (zea mays L.) 2015 to date
13. Chemical weed control Ginger (zingiberofficinale) 2016
14. Evaluation of finger millet (Eleusinecoracana (L)Gaertn) varieties (CRISAT
Trial)

FEDERAL UNIVERSITY WUKARI
LIST OF ACADEMIC DEPARTMENTS AND PROGRAMMES
FACULTY OF AGRICULTURE AND LIFE SCIENCES
S/ N
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

DEPARTMENTS
AGRIC. ECONS & EXTENSION
ANIMAL PROD. & HEALTH
CROP PROD. & PROTECTION
FOOD SCIENCE & TECH
FORESTRY & WILD LIFE
FISHERIES & ACQUACULTURE
SOIL SCIENCE & LAND MGT
HOTEL MANAGEMENT & TOURISM

PROGRAMMES
B. AGRIC. AGRIC. ECONS & EXTENSION
B. AGRIC. ANIMAL PROD. & HEALTH
B. AGRIC. CROP PROD. &PROTECTION
B. FOOD SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
B. FORESTRY & WILD LIFE MANAGEMENT
B. FISHERIES & ACQUACULTURE
B. AGRIC. SOIL SCIENCE & LAND MGT
B. HOTEL MANAGEMENT & TOURISM

FACULTY OF PURE AND APPLIED SCIENCES
S/N
1
2
3

DEPARTMENT
BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
BIOCHEMISTRY
CHEMICAL SCIENCES

PROGRAMMES
B.Sc. BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
B.Sc. BIOCHEMISTRY
B.Sc. INDUSTRIAL CHEMISTRY
B.Sc. CHEMISTRY

4
5

COMPUTER SCIENCE
MATHEMATICS/STATISTICS

B.Sc. COMPUTER SCIENCE
B.Sc. MATHEMATICS
B.Sc. STATISTICS

6

MICROBIOLOGY

B.Sc. MICROBIOLOGY

7

PURE & APPLIED PHYSICS

B.Sc. PURE & APPLIED PHYSICS

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES, MANAGEMENT AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
S/N
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

DEPARTMENT
ACCOUNTING
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
ECONOMICS
ENGLISH & LIT. STUDIES
HISTORY & DIP. STUDIES
POLITICAL SCIENCE
PHILOSOPHY
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
BANKING AND FINANCE
SOCIOLOGY

PROGRAMMES
B.Sc ACCOUNTING
B.Sc. BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
B.Sc .ECONOMICS
B.A ENGLISH & LITERARY STUDIES
B.A. HISTORY & DIPLOMATIC STUDIES
B.Sc. POLITICAL SCIENCE
B.Sc. PHILOSOPHY
B.Sc. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
B.Sc. BANKING AND FINANCE
B.Sc. SOCIOLOGY

• The Federal University Wukari and its Task of Problem
solving Research in North East Nigeria: Some Key
Research challenges in the North East geopolitical
Zone:
Although the research priorities in Taraba State may apply to most of
the other five states in the North East, some peculiar and largely crosscutting regional challenges in the North East geopolitical zone of Nigeria
include the following:
(i)
Research towards informed response to Climate change and
ecological challenges like drought, desertification and insufficient
water for agriculture , human consumption and human economic
activities.
(ii)
Appropriate irrigation technologies and strategies for all-season
farming, towards family level food security and regional/national
self-sufficiency in the agricultural sector.

(iii)

Appropriate post-harvest management, storage, industrial food
packaging and preservation technologies.
(iv) New Development political strategies towards reversing the
developmental challenges, disadvantages and backwardness of
the North East relative to other geopolitical zones.
(v)
Evolving more effective and transparent strategies towards
consolidation of the President Buhari special focus on the North
East zone towards reversing the negative effects of insecurity,
devastation and marginalization.
(vi) Aggressive and sustained peacebuilding and intra-community
reintegration, restoration of broken relationships along ethnoreligious and intercommunity fault lines by experts in security,
peace and conflict management.
(vii) Strategies for a comprehensive and long-term inclusive Education,
with special provisions for the promotion of girl child education.
(viii) Appropriate youth skills acquisition and entrepreneurship
development strategies peculiar to each of the six states of the
subregion, being Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Gombe, Taraba and
Yobe states.
(ix) Exploration and utilization of fossil energy resources and solid
minerals to sustain the economy of the six states.

• The Federal University Wukari and its Task of Problem
solving Research in North East Nigeria: Towards being
Research relevant in Taraba State:
1.0 Suggested Needs-based research priorities in the Faculty
of Agriculture, FU Wukari:1.1.

Biotechnology, Genetics/crop breeding for appropriate
arable crop varieties with high eco-climate adaptability

1.2.

1.3.

1.4.

1.5.

capacity and disease tolerance; indepth research on
genomes/gene pool resources and of existing indigenous
and prospective new varieties.
Biotechnology and Genetics/animal/livestock/fish breeding
for adapted and adaptable breeds and strains of
domestic/wildlife fauna; continuous selection and breeding
characterization to establish indigenous/local and adaptable
breeds that can be produced with economic returns and
prescribed environmentally-friendly as well as veterinarycompliant management techniques. The fact that Taraba
state is said to host the largest number of livestock in the
country is an added incentive to the researcher.
Adoption of best practices in soil science, soil physics, soil
chemistry, soil mechanics, soil physiology/soil hydrology
studies to establish the benchmarks for soil fertility
dynamics in the state and other parts of North East for
boosting of high yield production of food and cash crops for
Taraba and North East.
Crop Protection: (i) Fundamental and applied research in
crop pathology and disease to identify existing pathologies
(bacterial, viral, fungal and others) that affect productivity
and quality of farm produce in the research target areas;
(ii) Fundamental and applied research in Entomology to
unravel the nature and dangers of predatory and vectorcarrying parasites and pests on crop production and
quality.
Agricultural Economics and Extension : (i) Investigation into
the economics and economic value of crop production using
the most current integrated models and methodologies; (ii)
Research into the most effective innovator-adaptor and
impactive strategies to apply research findings in the most
simplistic ways and language for both the commercial
modern farmer and the less than literate rural peasant
farmers and women who still constitute the largest farming
segment of our producers.

1.6.

1.7.

1.8.

Forestry/wildlife management research that identifies the
meeting point between the biological researcher and the
requirement of wildlife/forestry overlapping that of the
huge tourism resources and potentials of Taraba state and
North East.
Food Science and Technology: In anticipation of increased
application of Science and Technology on the domestic,
farm-based and commercial levels of farm produce, the
researcher at the Federal University Wukari must be seen to
be relevant by interfacing with the food and beverages
needs of the people as it prevails and develops
subsequently in home, “mama put” make shift food
canteens, more structured restaurants, hotels and diet
preferences at social functions. In all these, health risk
factors as prescribed by NAFDAC and Standards
Organization of Nigeria (SON), etc and other food standards
regulatory agencies must be factored to protect consumers
from eating junk foods with high health risk factors.
Hotel Management and Tourism: The nexus between hotel
management and tourism is similar to that of wild life
management and Tourism. The researcher must identify the
relationship and initiate investigation that help in
identifying the complementarity between the service
sectors like hospitality/hotel management and tourism.

2.0 Some likely research priorities in the Faculty of Pure and
Applied Sciences:
Traditionally, the pure or basic sciences constitute the foundation
for researchers in the Applied sciences of Technology, Engineering,
Medicine, Agriculture, Veterinary Medicine, Space Technology,
ICT/Communication Sciences, Environmental/Climate Change Sciences
and Technology, etc. This is because the basic sciences have since
established the theories, formulae, models and methodologies that

shape subsequent advances in the applied sciences. In other words, pure
and basic sciences beget technology and products of science. This
implies that the ultimate objectives of the pure sciences is to apply them
to SOLVE PROBLEMS of the economy and society. This explains why the
unfortunate current practice of widening the gap within the branches of
pure/basic sciences and even more so with the various applied sciences
in universities, centres of excellence and research institutes in
developing countries has significantly contributed to making our
universities less competitive. It could be so bad that two or three partlyrelated Ph.D. research investigations could be simultaneously going on
for instance in Biochemistry, Physics and Agric laboratories, but because
the system does not deliberately promote and encourage
interdisciplinary interaction, they may fumble and realize too late that
they could have benefited from shared knowledge if there is a system of
ICT-led knowledge sharing even on Semester basis between Faculties.
Similarly, researchers in geophysics in this university can partner with
researchers in geology and soil physics within or outside this university
to unravel the huge solid minerals and even energy fossil resources and
potentials in the Benue Trough in Taraba State , which incidentally
houses the largest stretch of the River Benue.

3.0 Some Research possibilities in the Faculty of Humanities,
Management and Social Sciences:
The production of graduates and skilled researchers in human
management and social dynamics are very important in sustaining governance.
This is the key role of this faculty.
It is obvious that researchers and scholars in history, political science,
sociology, etc will be interested in delving into the history and dynamics of the
powerful Kwararafa kingdom which record of conquest and control of a major
part of northern Nigeria, especially in the middle belt and North East areas has
elicited the interest of many scholars. Incidentally, the Aku Uka of Wukari who

was the paramount ruler of the kingdom has its seat in Wukari town, being the
location of the Federal University Wukari. This could not be by accident.
Similarly, scholars in governance and leadership in this university and beyond
will be interested in doing detail research to unravel the story, hitherto
undocumented factors behind the emergence of one of Africa’s greatest
military generals from Jukun land, in the person of Lt. General Theophilus
Yakubu Danjuma, GCON (the Gwam Gwaro of Donga- meaning Commander of
the Army). Other scholars may be interested doing research on the secret
behind a successful and very professional Nigerian General becoming a very
successful investor, international business magnate, consummate statesman
and a firm believer in the unity and development of Nigeria. Having emerged a
role model in contemporary Nigeria, many others need to know more about
him, and one imagines that hundreds of young men and women from Jukun
land, Taraba state, Northern Nigeria and indeed the rest of Nigeria will want to
emulate him.
I am sure that many scholars and researchers in this faculty may want to work
on the theme of the CHANGE mantra of President Muhammadu Buhari. There
in no doubt that the President will go down history as the one man that
correctly identified corruption as easily the greatest impediment to effective
governance, which has been responsible for exacerbating poverty and
widening the gap between the rich and the poor, and so impeding the
collective development of our country. Scholars should identify many hitherto
unknown factors that have contributed to the lethargy in fighting corruption.
Granted the conflict dynamics revolving around identity and values like
ethnicity and religion, and the violence and security challenges associated with
Boko Haram , political/electoral disputes, intolerance, discrimination or
marginalization conundrum etc. in the North East and Taraba state, there is
need for the Departments of Sociology, Political Science, History and the like to
undertake deep research into how to promote tolerance, reverse hate, build
sustainable bridges and transform conflicts.

Going Forward

From the foregoing, it is obvious that the establishment of a
Conventional Federal University in Taraba State can be justified if the
University is seen to be conflict-free, internationally competitive,
intellectually-focussed and PROBLEM-SOLVING IN ITS RESEARCH
ENTERPRISE. So much so that when the Chancellor, Prochancellor/Chairman of Council, Vice Chancellor, Deans, Directors,
Heads of Departments, Professors/grant-winning researchers from this
university speak in the public, everybody will listen with rapt attention
because they are veritable leaders from this ivory tower whose actions
and utterances heal wounds,, build bridges, and above all, significantly
help in solving problems of society and the economy. This is my desire
for this university, and from what I have heard the Vice Chancellor, Prof.
Abubakar M. Kundiri say many times, this man is a gentleman and a
patriot. When leaders show example, they have made the journey easier
for the followership. With his vision, intellectual capacity and drive for
this university, I believe he will lead this university to establish strong
academic standards and develop a crop of problem-solving researchers
and professors that will help Taraba State and North East governments
and citizens realize their dreams of rising to narrow the indefensible gap
between this zone and the rest of the country due to unjustified neglect
of this part of the country for too long.

ADDENDUM I:
WHAT ARE UNIVERSITIES FOR?
Overall, the global trend sees higher education moving from the periphery to the
centre of governmental agendas in most countries. Universities are now seen as
crucial national assets in addressing many policy priorities, and as: sources of
new knowledge and innovative thinking; providers of skilled personnel;
contributors to innovation; attractors of international talent and business
investment; agents of social justice and mobility; contributors to social and
cultural vitality; and determinants of health and well-being. This is what some
have referred to as “the economic growth-oriented model of academic funding
by government”. In other words, our universities have important role to play in
transforming the economy as knowledge workers.That this is so is accentuated
by the submission of the organizers of the Going Global 2013 conference under
the theme - Global Education: Knowledge-based Economies for 21st Century
Nations- and I quote:
In the 21st century, knowledge based economies will create the wealth,
prosperity and well-being of nations. Research and tertiary education

systems are primary drivers of these, playing three key roles. They
produce cutting edge knowledge; they transfer, exchange and apply that
to drive innovation; and they educate and skill knowledge workers. For
these three roles to build knowledge and innovation in a globalised
world, they must themselves be globally connected. Cutting edge research
requires world-class research partners from across the globe; major
innovation requires not only researchers but also businesses and
investors to collaborate across national boundaries; knowledge workers
need to develop international competences and skills to be effective in the
future world.

Source: Bamiro (2013)

The 100 Richest Universities:
Their Generosity and Commitment to
Research
ADDENDUM II:

In looking for a university to attend, you are probably considering such factors as location,
reputation, faculty and majors. But are you considering a school’s wealth?
The wealthier the university, the better its facilities are likely to be, and better facilities mean
more up-to-date technology and research opportunities. Moreover, richer schools tend to
attract a world-class faculty, and usually have more scholarship moneys to distribute,
sometimes even waiving tuition costs entirely for students in financial need.
Though a university’s wealth typically comes from donations of money, people and
charitable foundations also donate such things as land, buildings, artwork, rare books and
documents, and other things of high monetary value.

Here are the most well-endowed schools in the world! Enjoy. The following schools are
considered the 100 richest in the world. We have ranked them by financial endowment,
meaning the trust available to each university through cash and other assets. But we’ve also
included important information, such as the average out-of-pocket cost to attend, average
salary for employees, and annual research budget, to see just how much wealth students and
faculty actually benefit from.
Note: This ranking is time sensitive and more so than most TBS rankings needs to be updated
regularly as endowments can change significantly and quickly in response to major influxes
of cash from donors as well as volatility of investments. This ranking was last updated
August 6, 2015.
Ties were settled by research budgets.

The 100 Richest Universities in the World (by 2015)
1 Harvard University — $32.7 Billion

(Cambridge, MA, USA)
With a current endowment of over $32.7 billion, Ivy League Harvard University is the
wealthiest university in the world. Founded in 1636 as New College, it was quickly renamed
in honor of John Harvard, a Cambridge-educated clergyman who donated $1,285 and a large
collection of books. Since then, Harvard has continued to accumulate land, books, artwork,
valuable documents, and—especially in recent years—money. In 2014, alumnus and Citadel
founder Kenneth C. Griffin donated $150 million, making him the largest single-gift donor in
university history. Other major donors include the NFL Players Association, David
Rockefeller, Emily Rauh Pulitzer, and Bill and Melinda Gates, all of whom have donated
totals of more than $100 million. Harvard University is ranked by U.S. News & World Report
as the second-best university in the United States.
•
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $32.7 billion
Average Cost per Student: $14,445 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $151,262
Annual Research Budget: $799.4 million
Academically Ranked #1 University in the World

2 University of Texas System — $25.4 Billion

(Austin, TX, USA)
Founded in 1876 and consisting of nine independent schools (including the flagship UT
Austin), the University of Texas system is valued at nearly $25 billion. A large part of this
wealth has come from individual donors such as the Moody Foundation, Hearst Corporation,

and Mulva Family Foundation. The Bill & Melinda Gates Science Complex, Dell Computer
Science Hall, and [Red] McCombs School of Business are all results of large monetary
contributions. Since 2011, University of Texas has also been able to boast a valuable ESPN
deal worth a reported $300 million.
•
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $25.4 billion
Average Cost per Student: $15,844 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $101,287
Annual Research Budget: $1.12 billion (system-wide)
Academically Ranked #39 University in the World

3 Yale University — $23.9 Billion

(New Haven, CT, USA)
Ranked as the ninth-best university in the country, Ivy League Yale is a highly selective
university known for its schools of law, medicine, management, and drama, among others.
And with a rapidly increasing endowment currently hovering around $24 billion, Yale is also
one of the richest universities in the world. Although a quarter of Yale’s wealth comes in the
form of its many assets, the majority of its wealth is traditional endowment. Some of Yale’s
largest single-donation contributions have occurred in the last five years. In 2010, Zhang Lei,
a Chinese MBA graduate, donated nearly $9 million. The next year, media magnate John C.
Malone followed that up with a $50 million donation. And in 2014, former Franklin
Resources chairman Charles B. Johnson gifted Yale with a massive $250 million.
•
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $23.9 billion
Average Cost per Student: $18,479 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $198,000
Annual Research Budget: $489 million
Academically Ranked #11 University in the World

4 Stanford University — $21.4 Billion

(Stanford, CA, USA)
The fifth-wealthiest school in the world and the fourth-highest-ranked university in the U.S.,
Stanford University is known for its schools of education, engineering, law, medicine, and
business, among others. Originally founded in 1885 by former U.S. Senator Leland Stanford,
the massive university is located on valuable land in the San Francisco Bay Area. In fact,
much of the 1940s was spent encouraging staff and alumni to found the companies that
would lead to the rise of nearby Silicon Valley. More recently, Stanford has solidified itself
as the leading fundraising college in the United States. Since 2001, it has received a number
of sizable monetary gifts from big-name donors such as the Hewlett Foundation, Philip H.
Knight, Dorothy and Robert King, and real estate mogul John Arrillaga. Stanford’s current
endowment is an impressive $21.4 billion.
•
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $21.4 billion
Average Cost per Student: $19,233 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $143,902
Annual Research Budget: $903.2 million
Academically Ranked #2 University in the World

5 Princeton University — $20.7 Billion

(Princeton, NJ, USA)
Founded in 1746 as the College of New Jersey, Princeton is now the #1-ranked university in
the United States and the sixth-wealthiest in the world. Valued at approximately $21 billion,
Princeton’s wealth includes traditional endowment, graduate donations, and a worldrenowned art museum which houses pieces by Andy Warhol, Jackson Pollock, Vincent van
Gogh, and Claude Monet. Former eBay CEO Meg Whitman donated $30 million to complete
Whitman College, while the Center for Iran and Persian Gulf Studies was partly funded by a
$10 million gift from graduates Bijan and Sharmin Mossayer-Rahmani. Jeff Bezos, the
founder of Amazon, is also a major contributor to Princeton.

•
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $20.7 billion
Average Cost per Student: $20,040 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $104,644
Annual Research Budget: $280 million
Academically Ranked #6 University in the World

6 King Abdullah University of Science and Technology — $20 Billion

(Thuwal, Saudi Arabia)
Established in 2009, nearly 400 years after the top two universities on this list, King Abdullah
University of Science and Technology (KAUST) has quickly solidified itself as one of the
wealthiest universities in the world. Its rapid success can be partly attributed to Saudi
Arabia’s King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, who reigned from 2005 until January of
2015. King Abdullah gifted the university $10 billion upon its founding. Since then,
KAUST’s endowment has increased to $20 billion. But its wealth isn’t the only thing
KAUST has going for it. Nicknamed “House of Wisdom” and referred to as the “Arab MIT,”
KAUST is highly regarded internationally, and has been compared to American schools such
as University of Michigan and Yale. KAUST’s co-ed campus, the first in Saudi Arabia, also
boasts the largest LEED Platinum building in the world.
•
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $20 billion
Average Cost per Student: $0 for graduate students; varies dramatically for
undergraduates
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: Unknown
Annual Research Budget: Unknown
King Abdelaziz University ranks among the 10 Best Mathematics Programs in the
World

7 University of California System — $13.141 Billion

(Oakland, CA, USA)
With five of its 10 official campuses ranked amongst the 50 best universities in the United
States, University of California has become one of the top choices in public education.
Founded in 1868, UC Berkeley is considered the flagship campus and the best known. The
UC System’s Board of Regents has its headquarters next door to Berkeley in Oakland.
UC Berkeley’s renowned Haas School of Business is named after Walter and Elise Haas,
who contributed nearly $24 million to the school. The Hewlett Foundation has donated over
$113 million to the UC system, while BP contributed $500 million to fund the Energy
Biosciences Institute. In addition to its large land holdings, University of California has an
endowment of nearly $13.14 billion.
•
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $13.14 billion
Average Cost per Student: $16,178 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $88,280
Annual Research Budget: $643 million
(Berkeley) Acvademically Ranked #4 University in the World

8 Massachusetts Institute of Technology — $12.4 Billion

(Cambridge, MA, USA)
Founded in 1865 and relocated to Cambridge in 1916, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT) was founded with money left by an anonymous donor known only as Mr. Smith. Later,
that donor was revealed to be George Eastman, founder of Eastman Kodak. Since then, MIT
has become a leader in science, technology, and engineering, and is ranked by U.S. News &
World Report as the seventh-best school in the nation. Former General Motors CEO Alfred P.
Sloan was one of the school’s biggest early donors, followed shortly after by retail tycoon
Sebastian S. Kresge. Their respective donations resulted in the Sloan Business School and

Kresge Auditorium. Including a recent $260 million gift from the F.W. Olin Foundation,
MIT’s current endowment is $12.4 billion.
•
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $12.4 billion
Average Cost per Student: $20,629 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $124,583
Annual Research Budget: $1.35 billion
Academically Ranked #3 University in the World

9 Texas A&M University — $11.1 Billion

(College Station, TX, USA)
Texas A&M has become one of the biggest tertiary systems in the United States. Though the
system consists of 11 campuses throughout the state of Texas, its flagship is undoubtedly
Texas A&M College Station, home of the George H.W. Bush Presidential Library and
Museum. The endowment is currently valued at $8.7 billion, increased in part by a 2013
fundraising campaign that raised $740 million. Notably, the system is heavily involved in
research of various kinds, with projects funded by NASA and the National Institute of Health,
among others. In each of the last four years, the system has spent upwards of $700 million on
research.
•
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $11.1 billion
Average Cost per Student: $12,417
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $89,696
Annual Research Budget: $777 million
Academically Ranked #98 University in the World

10 Northwestern University — $9.78 Billion

(Evanston, IL, USA)

Founded in 1850 and opened to the public in 1855, Northwestern is currently worth nearly
$10 billion. It has two campuses, in Evanston and Chicago, as well as a third location in
Doha, Qatar. Much of Northwestern’s wealth comes in the form of building and land assets.
Its Kellogg School of Management and Feinberg School of Medicine, two of the school’s
most renowned programs, are housed in buildings gifted through a collective $85 million.
Northwestern also has a profitable Innovation and New Ventures Office, which brings in an
average $75 million per year of licensing revenue.
•
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $9.78 billion
Average Cost per Student: $28,868 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $113,135
Annual Research Budget: $431 million
Academically Ranked #28 University in the World

11 University of Michigan — $8.27 Billion
(Ann Arbor, MI, USA)
•

Academically Ranked #23 University in the World

12 Columbia University — $8.2 Billion
(New York, NY, USA)
•

Academically Ranked #8 University in the World

13 University of Cambridge — $8.1 Billion
(Cambridge, UK)
•

Academically Ranked #5 University in the World

14 University of Pennsylvania — $7.7 Billion
(Philadelphia, PA, USA)
•

Academically Ranked #16 University in the World

15 University of Chicago — $7.55 Billion
(Chicago, IL, USA)
•
•

Academically Ranked #9 University in the World
(See the University of Chicago’s ranking among The Top 50 Places to Study Classical
Economics)

16 Washington University in St. Louis — $7.2 Billion
(St. Louis, MO, USA)

•

Academically Ranked #32 University in the World

17 Duke University — $7 Billion
(Durham, NC, USA)
•

Academically Ranked #31 University in the World

18 University of Notre Dame — $7 Billion
(South Bend, IN, USA)

19 University of Oxford — $7 Billion
(Oxford, UK)
•

Academically Ranked #10 University in the World

20 Emory University — $6.7 Billion
(Druid Hills, GA, USA)
•
•

Annual Research Budget: $414 million

21 Cornell University — $6.2 Billion
(Ithaca, NY, USA)
•

Academically Ranked #13 University in the World

22 University of Virginia — $5.95 Billion
(Charlottesville, VA, USA)

23 University of Southern California — $5.6 Billion
(Los Angeles, CA, USA)
•

Academically Ranked #51 University in the World

24 Rice University — $5.5 Billion
(Houston, TX, USA)
•

Academically Ranked #82 University in the World

25 Vanderbilt University — $4 Billion

(Nashville, TN, USA)
•

Academically Ranked #54 University in the World

26 New York University — $3.5 Billion
(New York, NY, USA)
•
•
•

Annual Research Budget: $704 million
Academically Ranked #27 University in the World
(See New York University’s ranking among The Top 50 Places to Study Classical
Economics)

27 University of Pittsburgh — $3.5 Billion

(Pittsburgh, PA, USA)
•
•

Annual Research Budget: $670 million
Academically Ranked #65 University in the World

28 Johns Hopkins University — $3.45 Billion
(Baltimore, MD, USA)
•
•

Annual Research Budget: $1.35 billion
Ranked #17 University in the World

29 Dartmouth College — $3.4 Billion
(Hanover, NH, USA)

30 University of Minnesota — $3.2 Billion
(Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN, USA)
•
•

Academically Ranked #30 University in the World
Ranked #8 Best Online College in the World!

31 Ohio State University — $3.1 Billion

(Columbus, OH)
With a current endowment of $3.1 billion, the Ohio State University is the 27th-wealthiest
university in the world. Founded in 1870 as the Ohio Agricultural and Mechanical College, it
wasn’t until the 1950s that the University gained major financial clout. In 1952, Ohio
alumnus Ralph D. Mershon donated $7 million to fund the Interdisciplinary Mershon Center
for International Security Studies. Graduate Leslie (“Les”) Wexner, founder of The Limited,
gifted $25 million for the Wexner Center for the Arts in 1989, to which he later gifted the
$45.1 million Picasso painting “Nude in a Black Armchair.”
•
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $3.1 billion
Average Cost per Student: $19,998 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $92,677
Annual Research Budget: $477 million
Ranked #64 University in the World

32 Brown University — $3 Billion
(Providence, RI, USA)
•

Academically Ranked #75 University in the World

33 Pennsylvania State University — $2.95 Billion
(University Park, PA, USA)
•
•

Ranked #58 University in the World
Ranked #1 Best Online College in the World!

34 University of Washington — $2.8 Billion
(Seattle, WA, USA)
•
•

Annual Research Budget: $874 million
Ranked #15 University in the World

35 University of North Carolina — $2.7 Billion
(Chapel Hill, NC, USA)

•
•

Annual Research Budget: $576 million
Ranked #36 University in the World

36 King Saud University — $2.7 Billion
(Riyadh, Saudi Arabia)

37 University of Wisconsin — $2.33 Billion
(Madison, WI, USA)
•
•

Annual Research Budget: $930 million
Academically Ranked #25 University in the World

38 Osaka University — $2.3 Billion
(Osaka, Japan)
•

Ranked #78 University in the World

39 University of Illinois — $2.28 Billion
(Urbana-Champaign, IL, USA)
•
•

Annual Research Budget: $520 million
Ranked #29 University in the World

40 Williams College — $2.25 Billion
(Williamstown, MA, USA)

41 Boston College — $2.2 Billion
(Chestnut Hill, MA, USA)

42 Kyoto University — $2.2 Billion
(Kyoto, Japan)
•

Academically Ranked #26 University in the World

43 Purdue University — $2.18 Billion
(West Lafayette, IN, USA)
•

Academically Ranked #60 University in the World

44 Michigan State University — $2.15 Billion

(East Lansing, MI, USA)

45 Amherst College — $2.15 Billion
(Amherst, MA, USA)

46 Pomona College — $2.1 Billion
(Claremont, CA, USA)

47 California Institute of Technology — $2.09 Billion
(Pasadena, CA, USA)
California Institute of Technology (CalTech) is ranked by U.S. News & World Report as the
10th-best college in the United States. Founded in 1891 as Throop University, it changed its
name and location when early benefactor Arthur Fleming made a sizable land donation in
beautiful Pasadena, California. Known for its engineering and science programs, CalTech has
a long history of pioneering and influential alumni, including Intel co-founder Gordon
Moore, who gifted an incredible $600 million to his alma mater in 2001. Another recent
donation, $25 million from the Annenberg Foundation, partly funded the state-of-the-art
Annenberg Center for Information Studies and Technology. CalTech’s current endowment is
$2.09 billion.
•
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $2.09 billion
Average Cost per Student: $22,645 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $138,687
Annual Research Budget: $258 million
Academically Ranked #7 University in the World

48 University of Rochester — $2.02 Billion
(Rochester, NY, USA)
•

Academically Ranked #92 University in the World

49 University of Richmond — $2 Billion
(Richmond, VA, USA)
•

Annual Research Budget: $651 million

50 Rockefeller University — $1.99 Billion
(New York, NY, USA)
•

Academically Ranked #33 University in the World

51 Georgia Institute of Technology — $1.88 Billion

(Atlanta, GA, USA)
•
•

Annual Research Budget: $698 million
Academically Ranked #99 University in the World

52 Swarthmore College — $1.88 Billion
(Swarthmore, PA, USA)
•

Swarthmore ranks #2 among the 50 Best Colleges in the U.S.

53 Wellesley College — $1.81 Billion
(Wellesley, MA, USA)

54 National University of Singapore — $1.8 Billion
(Kent Ridge, Singapore)
•

Annual Research Budget: $482 million

55 Nanyang Technology University — $1.8 Billion
(Jurong, Singapore)

56 Case Western Reserve University — $1.76 Billion
(Cleveland, OH, USA)

57 Indiana University — $1.74 Billion
(Bloomington, IN, USA)
•

Academically Ranked #6 among the Best Online Colleges in the World!

58 Carnegie Mellon University — $1.6 Billion
(Pittsburgh, PA, USA)
Like so many other post–Civil War industrialists, Andrew Carnegie sought to found a
university as part of a large philanthropic campaign. The initial institution, Carnegie
Technical Schools, was expanded into Carnegie Mellon University in 1965 when it
merged with nearby Mellon Institute of Industrial Research. The ambitious research
culture of both institutions remains a vital part of Carnegie Mellon’s modern success. A
whopping 49 percent of the annual research budget comes from government agencies
such as the National Science Foundation and the Department of Defense. Donors both
private and corporate seem to share the government’s enthusiasm for the school’s
research center. The primary recipients of donations are the School of Computer

Science, the Software Engineering Institute, the Carnegie Institute of Technology, and
the Mellon College of Science. Its current endowment is $1.6 billion.
•
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $1.6 billion
Average Cost per Student: $33,257 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $95,369
Annual Research Budget: $230 million
Academically Ranked #62 University in the World

59 Tufts University — $1.6 Billion
(Medford, MA, USA)

60 University of Nebraska — $1.55 Billion
(Lincoln, NE)

61 Boston University — $1.55 Billion
(Boston, MA, USA)
•
•

Academically Ranked #72 University in the World
Ranked #4 among the Best Online Colleges in the World!

62 University of Florida — $1.52 Billion
(Gainesville, FL, USA)
•
•

Ranked #81 University in the World
Ranked #2 among the Best Online Colleges in the World!

63 Virginia Commonwealth University — $1.5 Billion
(Richmond, VA, USA)

64 University of Oklahoma — $1.49 Billion
(Norman, OK, USA)
•

See the University of Oklahoma’s ranking among The Top 50 Places to Study
Classical Economics

65 Washington and Lee University — $1.48 Billion
(Lexington, VA,USA)

66 Southern Methodist University — $1.43 Billion
(Dallas, TX, USA)

67 Georgetown University — $1.4 Billion
(Washington, DC, USA)

68 University of Sydney — $1.4 Billion
(Sydney, Australia)
University of Sydney, the second-highest-ranked university in Australia, has fluctuated
dramatically in terms of wealth in recent years, but now sits comfortably as the
wealthiest university on the Australian continent. Its accomplished faculty, which
includes seven Nobel laureates, has contributed to its rapidly increasing research
competitiveness. In fact, University of Sydney has consistently received the highest
amount of yearly research grants among all of the major Australian universities.
Besides various Australian government agencies, the university’s notable donors
include architect and philanthropist Carlyle Greenwell, English actor John Challis, and
physician Edwin Cuthbert Hall, who made the second-largest donation in the
university’s history.
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $1.4 billion
Average Cost per Student: $18,405 per year (but costs widely vary per program)
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $98,583
Annual Research Budget: $125 million

69 University of Melbourne — $1.37 Billion

(Melbourne, VIC, Australia)
Founded in 1853, University of Melbourne is the oldest university in Victoria and the
second-oldest in Australia. Times Higher Education ranks Melbourne the 34th-best
university in the world, while QS World University Rankings specifically recognizes the
university’s schools of Education (2nd in the world), Accounting & Finance (8th),
Psychology (10th), Medicine (12th), and Computer Science (15th). With such an
impressive reputation, it’s no wonder Melbourne is a magnet for large donations. One
of the university’s most notable schools, the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical
Research, was founded with funds from the couple’s estate, while just last year, Allan
and Maria Myers generously donated $10 million to launch a new philanthropic
campaign. University of Melbourne currently has an endowment of $1.37 billion.
•

Endowment: $1.37 billion

•
•
•
•

Average Cost per Student: $19,003 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $74,000
Annual Research Budget: Unknown
Academically Ranked #44 University in the World

70 University of Delaware — $1.31 Billion
(Newark, DE, USA)

71 University of Kansas — $1.3 Billion
(Lawrence, KS, USA)

72 University of Iowa — $1.29 Billion
(Iowa City, IA, USA)
•

Annual Research Budget: $345 million

73 University of Alabama System– $1.24 Billion
(Tuscaloosa, AL, USA)
•

Academically Ranked #18 among the Best Online Colleges in the World!

74 Lehigh University — $1.22 Billion
(

75 Bowdoin College — $1.22 Billion
(Brunswick, ME, USA)
With an alumni list that includes Nathaniel Hawthorne, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and
Joshua Chamberlain, it’s no wonder Maine’s Bowdoin College was ranked the fourth-best
liberal arts school in the nation by U.S. News & World Report. Located on the shores of
Casco Bay and the Androscoggin River, Bowdoin includes an undergraduate campus, plus a
118-acre coastal studies center on Orr’s Island and a 200-acre scientific field station on Kent
Island in the Bay of Fundy. A generous donation by ’29 alum George B. Knox resulted in the
world-famous Peary-MacMillan Arctic Museum, while other notable donors include
television actor Paul Adelstein (Private Practice and Prison Break), Netflix founder and
CEO Reed Hastings, and Subway sandwich shop co-founder Peter Buck.
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $1.22 billion
Average Cost per Student: $24,282 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $89,272
Annual Research Budget: $3.67 million

76 University of Cincinnati — $1.2 Billion

(Cincinnati, OH)
•

Ranked #20 among the Best Online Colleges in the World!

77 Texas Tech University — $1.195 Billion

(Lubbock, TX)
•

Ranked #32 among the Best Online Colleges in the World!

78 Tulane University — $1.18 Billion
(New Orleans, LA, USA)

79 Syracuse University — $1.18 Billion
(Syracuse, NY. USA)

80 Baylor University — $1.15 Billion
(Waco, TX. USA)

81 McGill University — $1.1 Billion
(Montreal, QC, Canada)
•

Ranked #68 University in the World

82 Middlebury College — $1.1 Billion
(Middlebury, VT, USA)

83 University of Colorado — $1.06 Billion
(Boulder, CO, USA)
The University of Colorado (CU) system is a group of four campuses located throughout
the state of Colorado. Its flagship campus, Boulder, is the wealthiest, highest-ranked,
and best known for its research-related academic programs. Each year, the university
receives nearly $300 million in sponsored research from programs such as the

Laboratory for Atmospheric and Space Physics, and JILA (formerly known as the Joint
Institute for Laboratory Astrophysics). The school has also produced a long list of
alumni-turned-donors, including 11 Nobel laureates, nine MacArthur Fellows, and 18
astronauts. CU’s current endowment is just over $1.06 billion.
•
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $1.06 billion
Average Cost per Student: $19,991 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $82,397
Annual Research Budget: $320 million
Ranked #45 among the Best Online Colleges in the World!

84 Wake Forest University — $1.06 Billion
(Winston-Salem, NC, USA)

85 Saint Louis University — $1.03 Million
(St. Louis, MO, USA)

86 University of Copenhagen — $1.01 Billion
(Copenhagen, Denmark)
Founded in 1479, the University of Copenhagen is the oldest university and research
institution in Denmark, and one of the most respected places of study in Europe. With a
current endowment of $1.01 billion, it owns and operates four campuses in and around
the increasingly expensive city of Copenhagen. But perhaps most impressively, the
university spares no expense when it comes to investment in research, and as a result of
its dedication has become part of the prestigious International Alliance of Research
Universities (which also includes Harvard, Oxford, Cambridge, and Yale, among
others). With such an impressive dedication to science and research, it is no wonder that
the University has produced eight Nobel laureates and a Turing Award recipient.
•
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $1.01 billion
Average Cost per Student: $0 if a student from the European Union or EEA,
€10,000 from anywhere else
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: Unknown
Annual Research Budget: $525.3 million
Ranked #40 University in the World

87 Trinity University — $1.01 Billion
(San Antonio, TX, USA)
With an endowment of $1.01 billion, tiny Trinity University is able to provide resources
and facilities most typically associated with much larger institutions. Trinity’s
dedication to its endowment fund began in 1952, before which a declining enrollment
meant using the endowment for daily needs. Today, Trinity is a member institution of
the Annapolis Group, a network of leading colleges which all share a commitment to

liberal arts values and education. The university’s undergraduate program was ranked
#1 on U.S. News & World Report’s 2014 list of universities in the western United States,
while its graduate program is currently ranked #1 in the country by Washington
Monthly.
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $1.01 billion
Average Cost per Student: $26,203 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $72,663
Annual Research Budget: $208 million

88 Berea College — $1.01 Billion
(Berea, KY, USA)
Not only was Kentucky’s Berea College the first in the South to be both coeducational
and racially integrated, but it is one of the few universities on this list that provides all
students with a free education. For that reason, Berea depends on endowment income
and the value of other assets in order to replace a tuition fund. Berea’s most ambitious
donors are undoubtedly Alfred M. and Mary Swain, who have contributed more than
$14 million towards the school and surrounding community. The largest of the Swains’
generous donations, $10.7 million, remains the largest single gift the college has ever
received. Besides federal and state funding, Berea depends on donor and alumni gifts
for 83 percent of each year’s budget.
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $1.01 billion
Average Cost per Student: $0
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $54,000
Annual Research Budget: Unknown

89 University of Alberta — $1 Billion
(Edmonton, AB, Canada)
•
•
•

Average Cost per Student: $13,363 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $88,936
Annual Research Budget: Upwards of $450 million

90 Yeshiva University — $1 Billion
(New York, NY, USA)
Despite grand plans for a spacious Moorish Revival campus, the 1929 Great Depression
forced Yeshiva University to scrap plans of lavish gardens and courtyards and complete
the construction in the then-modern style. But things worked out for the Jewish
university, as the neighborhood in which it was built has become the increasingly
expensive and valuable Washington Heights. Yeshiva is a serious draw to donors who
appreciate the university’s commitment to combining the academic education with the
study of the Torah. Richard P. Stanton recently gifted the school with $100 million,
while in 2013, real estate heiress Muriel Block made a $160 million bequest to the Albert
Einstein College of Medicine. Yeshiva’s current endowment is $1 billion.

•
•
•
•

Endowment: $1 billion
Average Cost per Student: $24,408 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $87,889
Annual Research Budget: $298 million

91 University of Tennessee — $1 Billion
(Knoxville, TN, USA)
Tennessee is also the location of the University of Tennessee Anthropological Research
Facility, better known as the “Body Farm,” which conducts research specifically relating to
the decomposition of the human body and is one of the leading centers for such research in
the world. University of Tennessee’s current endowment is $1 billion.
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $1 billion
Average Cost per Student: $15,298 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $81,494
Annual Research Budget: $293 million

92 University of Kentucky — $992 Million
(Lexington, KY, USA)
University of Kentucky (UK) has become synonymous with college basketball, but it’s
working hard to prove that it can be taken seriously as a respected research institution, as
well. In fact, UK received nearly $260 million in external research grants and contracts in the
2013–14 academic year alone! In that same year, it secured $105 million from donors—the
first time in its history that it received more than $100 million. Over the last three years, UK
has self-financed more than $1 billion in capital investment to enhance its academic,
research, service, and healthcare missions. And it would seem the hard work is paying off:
UK jumped to #119 on U.S. News & World Report’s 2014 list of national universities, a hefty
leap.
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $992 million
Average Cost per Student: $14,390 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $110,604
Annual Research Budget: $279 million

93 University of British Columbia — $989 Million

(Vancouver, BC, Canada)
Founded in 1908 as the McGill University College of British Columbia, University of
British Columbia (UBC) is the oldest institution of higher learning in British Columbia.
U.S. News & World Report ranked the university 30th in the world—not surprising,
considering UBC boasts seven Nobel Prize–winners, 69 Rhodes Scholars, 65 Olympic
medalists, two Canadian Prime Ministers, and 195 Royal Society of Canada fellows
among its faculty and alumni. One such alum, John Kluge, recently gifted the school
with $400 million. Additionally, with a research budget of nearly a half-billion dollars,
the university is able to fund upwards of 8,000 projects per year. UBC’s current
endowment is nearing $1 billion.
•
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $989 million
Average Cost per Student: $24,604 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $56,500
Annual Research Budget: $446.5 million
Academically Ranked #37 University in the World

94 Princeton Theological Seminary — $930 Million
(Princeton, NJ, USA)
Despite what its name implies, Princeton Theological Seminary is a separate institution
from Princeton University (though the two schools do cooperate in many ways to enrich
the academic culture). Besides being the second-oldest seminary in the United States, it
is the largest associated with the Presbyterian Church. Therefore, it is hardly surprising
that it has amassed such wealth since first being founded in 1812. One of the seminary’s
most valuable assets is its theological library collection, the most influential of its kind of
the world besides the Vatican Apostolic Library. To complement such a significant
collection, the seminary boasts a number of leading biblical scholars and theologians
among its faculty and alumni.
•

95 University of Arkansas — $920.6 Million
(Fayetteville, AR, USA)
University of Arkansas at Fayetteville (U of A) is the flagship campus in the six-campus
University of Arkansas system. According to the Carnegie Foundation, U of A is a

research university with very high research activity in proportion to its size. Much of
that research is done within the popular field of agriculture, particularly animal science
and poultry science. In fact, named for former donor, U.S. Senator, and Arkansas
Governor Dale Bumpers, the Bumpers College of Agriculture, Food, and Life Sciences
consistently ranks as one of the three best of its kind in the nation, and boasts its own
$15 million endowment.
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $920.6 million
Average Cost per Student: $11,496 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $87,056
Annual Research Budget: $126 million

96 University of Tulsa — $885 Million
(Tulsa, OK, USA)

97 Central European University — $880 Million
(Budapest, Hungary)
Since its founding in 1991, Central European University has quickly become one of the
wealthiest institutions in Europe. The initial endowment was provided by Hungarian-born
philanthropist George Soros, who has continued to support the university throughout its short
history. The graduate-level university is home to the Open Society Archives, a former Cold
War research facility that now holds over 7,500 linear meters of material, 11,000 hours of
audiovisual recordings, and 12 terabytes of data related to communist-era political, social,
economic, and cultural life. As the only one of its kind in the world, the Archives are rapidly
growing as more and more documents and materials on international human rights abuses are
added.
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $880 million
Average Cost per Student: $19,100 per year (cost varies per program)
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: Unknown
Annual Research Budget: Unknown

98 University of Maryland — $867 Million
(College Park, MD, USA)
University of Maryland System is a relatively young system, consisting of 12 campuses.
Despite being founded only half a century ago—in 1963—University of Maryland has grown
into the 12th-largest university system in the country. The unofficial main campus of the
system is College Park, located just eight miles from Washington, D.C. Though it’s ranked
#62 on U.S. News & World Report’s list, this campus is widely considered to be a Public Ivy
institution. Part of its success is its reputation as a respected research institution. Thanks to its
close proximity to D.C., the university has very strong research partnerships with agencies
such as the National Institutes of Health, NASA, and the Department of Homeland Security.
Maryland’s current endowment is $867 million.
•

Endowment: $867 million

•
•
•
•

Average Cost per Student: $14,402 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $99,735
Annual Research Budget: $442 million
Academically Ranked #43 University in the World

99 Vassar College — $814 Million
(Poughkeepsie, NY, USA)

100 Berry College — $813 Million
(Mount Berry, GA, USA)
With a current endowment of $813 million, Berry College is a private liberal arts university
just north of Rome, Georgia. Located on 27,000 beautiful acres, Berry has the largest
contiguous campus in the world. Berry’s most popular majors are all science-related, and its
annual research budget of just under half a million dollars is actually quite impressive for a
school of its size. Henry Ford and Truett Cathy were early contributors to Berry, and in more
recent years the list of notable donors has continued to expand along with the college’s plans.
Expect Berry College to soon begin a climb up the list of the World’s Wealthiest Colleges.
U.S. News & World Report recently named it the nation’s #1 “Up-and-Coming” liberal arts
college.
•
•
•
•

Endowment: $813 million
Average Cost per Student: $21,879 per year
Average Salary of Full-Time Faculty: $53,918
Annual Research Budget: $473,777

The 30 Largest World University Research Budgets (by
2015):
1. Massachusetts Institute of Technology (#8)
2. Johns Hopkins University(#28)
3. University of Texas System (#2)
4. University of Wisconsin–Madison (#37)
5. Stanford University (#4)
6. University of Washington (#34)
7. University of Michigan (#11)
8. Duke University (#17)
9. Harvard University (#1)
10. Pennsylvania State University (#33)
11. Texas A&M (#9)
12. University of Minnesota (#30)
13. University of Pennsylvania (#14)
14. New York University (#26)
15. Georgia Institute of Technology (#51)
16. University of Pittsburgh (#27)
17. Columbia University (#12)
18. University of California (#7)
19. University of Florida (#62)
20. University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (#35)
21. University of Copenhagen (#86)
22. University of Illinois (#39)
23. Yale University (#3)
24. National University of Singapore (#54)
25. The Ohio State University (#31)
26. Washington University in St. Louis (#16)
27. University of Alberta (#89)
28. Vanderbilt University (#25)
29. University of British Columbia (#93)
30. University of Maryland (#98)

World University Rankings 2016-2017: top 10
2016-17
rank

2015-16
Institution
rank

Country

1

2 University of Oxford

United
Kingdom

2

1 California Institute of Technology

United States

3

3 Stanford University

United States

4

4 University of Cambridge

United
Kingdom

5

5 Massachusetts Institute of Technology

United States

6

6 Harvard University

United States

7

7 Princeton University

United States

8

8 Imperial College London

United
Kingdom

9

9

ETH Zurich – Swiss Federal Institute of Technology
Zurich

Switzerland

=10

13 University of California, Berkeley

United States

=10

10 University of Chicago

United States

Browse the full list of the world's top-ranked universities in 2016-2017
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